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Correction to: BMC Public Health 20, 539 (2020)
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-020-8432-3
The ethics statement in this article [1] incorrectly
states that the approval for this study was granted by the
ethics committee of IR Iran’s National Institute for
Health Research (approved No: 241/M/93195). However,
the ethics committee did not exist at the time this pro-
posal was sent to NIHR, and the study was approved by
the Research Council of NIHR (Approval No: 241/M/
93195″). When this error came to light, the authors
sought to obtain retrospective ethical approval from the
ethics committee. The NIHR responded that obtaining
ethical approval retrospectively is not possible and not
necessary, especially, since there was no separate Ethics
committee at that time. Furthermore, the study was
already approved to be conducted by the Research
Council, after taking into account all issues, including
ethical considerations. Given the non-invasive nature of
the study, the Editor and Publisher have decided to take
no further action.
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